
 

 

Appendix 2 
 

EXTRACT FROM THE 2018 SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE REPORT 

6.2.2 Progress since the intersessional Workshop  
SC67b/SDDNA06 presented the results of the recommended analysis from the Workshop (see Item 6.2.1) and the 
Committee confirmed that the workshop’s recommendation for this analysis had been properly completed.  

Attention: SC 

The Committee reviewed new results of genetic analyses that were recommended at the intersessional workshop 
(SC/67b/Rep05) to better evaluate the use of genetic data to assign stock affinity in North Pacific common minke whales. 
The Committee: 

(1) agrees that future analyses should incorporate a range of assignment thresholds to encompass uncertainty; 
(2) supports the additional genetic analyses described in Annex I Appendix 5 relating to the second recommendation of 
the intersessional workshop and agrees that they should be performed prior to the next intersessional workshop; and 
(3) encourages the inclusion of non-genetic biological data to inform stock structure where possible. 
  

SC/67b/RMP/02 aimed at suggesting a plausible range for MSYR1+ for the western North Pacific common minke whales, 
and the relative plausibility of two stock structure hypotheses.  The Committee thanked Kitakado for the updated analysis, 
which implemented some of the recommendations from the intersessional Workshop. Details of this paper and associated 
discussion can be found in Appendix D, Item 3.2.2.  The Committee also discussed the analysis of genetic data conducted 
since the intersessional workshop (Annex I, Item 4.5).  

 
Attention: SC, CG-A 

The Committee agrees that: 

(a) it is necessary to update the mixing matrices in the trial specifications to be more consistent with observed genetic 
and bycatch data, also taking into account sensitivity to alternative methods of genetic assignment to stock;  
(b) whether it is possible to use the bycatch data to assign plausibility ranks to MSYR1+ values and stock structure 
hypotheses depends on assumptions regarding trends in fishing effort spatially and temporally; and  
(c) trials would need to consider different assumptions regarding the use of J:O bycatch ratios, including that these data 
do not provide information on MSYR1+ and the plausibility of stock structure hypotheses because of possible differential 
distributional changes by stock. 
 
The Committee therefore agrees that scientists from Japan and Korea should provide data on the amount, location and 
timing (seasonal and annual) of fishing effort and bycatch to the First Intersessional Workshop (see item 6.2.3). 
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