
Introduction

Welcome to this the supplement to the thirteenth volume of the Journal of Cetacean Research and Management.
This supplement to the Journal contains the Report of the Scientific Committee from its Annual Meeting held from 30 May-

11 June 2011 in Tromsø, Norway. The meeting was attended by over 150 participants (including over 40 invited participants); 
25 member nations were represented. It also contains the reports of seven intersessional meetings:
(1) the Report of the Workshop on Small Cetaceans and Climate Change held in November-December 2010 in Vienna, Austria;
(2) the Report of the 2011 AWMP Workshop with a focus on Eastern Gray Whales, held in March-April 2001 in La Jolla, USA;
(3) the Report of the First RMP Intersessional Workshop for Western North Pacific Common Minke Whales held in December 

2010 in Pusan, Republic of Korea, incorporating the Preparatory Meeting for this Workshop held in September 2010 in 
Tokyo, Japan;

(4) the Report of the Intersessional IA Workshop on Estimating Abundance of Antarctic Minke Whales held in January 2010 
in Bergen, Norway;

(5) the Report of the Workshop on Planning for an IWC Co-ordinated North Pacific Research Cruise Programme held in 
September-October 2010 in Tokyo, Japan;

(6) the Final Report on the Assessment of the Southern Hemisphere Humpback Whale Breeding Stock B held in Tromsø, 
Norway in June 2011; and also 

(7) the Report of the Workshop on Welfare Issues Associated with the Entanglement of Large Whales held in April 2010 in 
Kihei, Maui, Hawaii. 

Several major topics were discussed in Tromsø. A brief summary of the work of the Scientific Committee in Tromsø is given 
below.

Discussion of the Revised Management Procedure for baleen whales (RMP) centred on the progress made on the 
Implementation Review for North Pacific common minke whales. The Implementation process normally takes two years but 
because of the complexity of this particular review, it was recognised that this will take three years. The Committee also 
reviewed a draft research programme arising out of the completion of the Implementation for North Atlantic fin whales in 2009, 
and continued its review of MSY rates. 

The Implementation process takes into account other anthropogenic mortality such as bycatch and the Committee continued 
its general investigation of these issues, with a focus on further work on the issue of ship strikes and the development of a global 
database on ship strikes. 

Work on the development of the aboriginal subsistence whaling procedure is continuing. The major focus at the Annual 
Meeting was the Implementation Review of eastern North Pacific gray whales with a focus on the Pacific Coast Feeding Group. 
Advice on catch limits for subsistence hunts was provided.

As in previous years, the Committee continued to work on obtaining agreed abundance estimates for Antarctic minke 
whales. A work plan has been developed to provide a reasonable chance of resolving the differences and arriving at a final 
estimate at the 2012 meeting. Work continues on examining the causes for the appreciable decline in the estimates.

Work also continued on the in-depth assessment of Southern Hemisphere humpback whales. There are currently seven 
recognised breeding stocks of these whales, and this year the Committee completed its work on Breeding Stock B (western 
Africa). The next breeding stocks to be examined will be BSE and BSF. Progress was also made with the in-depth assessment of 
Southern Hemisphere blue whales. Although the IWC’s long programme of cruises in the Southern Ocean (IDCR and SOWER) 
of cruises is now finished, similar international cruises are now being undertaken in the North Pacific. The Committee also 
reviewed the good progress made with the Southern Ocean Research Partnership (SORP).

Although a number of whale populations are recovering from previous overexploitation, some remain in a critical state. The 
Committee again repeated its concerns over the status of populations of the North Atlantic right whale and the Western North 
Pacific gray whale. The Committee stressed the urgency of reducing anthropogenic mortality to zero in both these cases. This 
year the Committee received fascinating new information on the movements of western gray whales. 

In recent years, the Committee has paid increasing attention to the relationship between cetaceans and their environment, 
including ecosystem modelling. Progress has been made on the second phase of the POLLUTION 2000+ programme. Other 
habitat-related discussions continued, with priority being given to the issues of oil spills, anthropogenic sound and climate 
change.

A review of the taxonomy, population structure and status of Ziphiids of the North Atlantic and Mediterranean formed the 
focus of the Committee’s work on small cetaceans; a number of causes for concern were identified including military sonar and 
the need for consolidated effort to assess status reliably was highlighted.  On reviewing progress on previous recommendations, 
the Committee reiterated its extreme concern about the vaquita and noted that the species was likely to become extinct if 
the present rate of bycatch continues. Other populations of small cetaceans continue to give cause for concern including 
franciscanas off the coast of South America and narwhals and white whales in West Greenland.

Consideration of whalewatching continues to be an important topic and whalewatching off Norway was reviewed this year. 
The Large-scale Whalewatching Experiment (LaWE) was further developed and work will continue intersessionally.

Finally, with respect to the Journal, I would like especially to thank Helen Sharp for all her hard work as she is leaving the 
IWC after nearly 25 years; she has been a magnificent servant to the IWC publications team as well as a wonderful colleague; 
we will miss her greatly. 

Greg Donovan
Editor

Cambridge, 17 March 2012
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