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INTRODUCTION

Carlson (2011) is an ongoing compendium of whaletvguidelines and regulations around the world. It
was designed as a resource tool for managers hed stakeholders attempting to develop guidelimes o
regulations in areas where the industry is inrifaricy or where no regulation exists. The compandai
not a manual for ‘best practices’ and does not ndtes developed with scientific underpinnings.

The analyses below represent 22 regulations, S84nes, 15 codes of conduct, 9 guidelines for ajoes
associations and 4 decrees. Twenty-two countries tegulation, 32 have guidelines and 4 have both.
addition, 19 non-governmental and one inter-govermal organization(s) have developed guidelindse T
analyses, like the compendium, are intended afeeeree, in this case to demonstrate both the sityer
and similarities in existing rules.

Recommendations for Permitting, Training and
Reporting

Evaluation from passengers
Permits for filming

Permits for research
Captain sufficient knowledge of area
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Official observers

Trained guides
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General Condition s

4-stroke engines with prop guards
Vessel suitable for whalewatching
Guidelines displayed/announced
Boat captains associations

Vessel meets safety standards

Education program on board
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Considerations for Vessel Operation in the Vicinity
of Whales

Position vessel downwind
Do not approach under sail
Do not approach resting whales
Do not drft down on whales
Do not approach on jet skis or personal crft
Leave at first sign of disturbance
No chasing or harassing
Do not change whales behavior/direction
Do not separate groups or pairs
No sudden canges in speed/direction

Do not circle or entrap
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Recommended Caution Zone for Vessel
Approach and Depature

1500m
600m
450m
250m
First sighting
1000m
800m
500m
400m
200m
300m
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Recommendations for Vessel Speed and Engine
Controls in the Vicinity of Whales

No faster than 10 knots
No high speed vessels
No faster than 4 to 7 knots
Enginesin neutral when whales not
travelling
Do not move faster than the slowest whale
0 5 10 15 20

25
Maximum Time Spent with Whales
Social groups-15 min
25 min
By surfacings
20 min
By species
15 min
30 min
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Minimum Approach Distances to Whales

400m
250m
30m
500m
80m
By vessel length
200m
By species
300m
60m
50m
100m
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Special Approach Distances for Mother/Calf
Pairs

500m
400m
150m
80m

No approach to lone calf
300m
100m
200m

Extreme caution
No approach

Do not separate
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Recommended Direction of Approach to Whales

Side only

Directly behind
(sperm whales)

No approach
from behind

Parallel and
dlightly to rear

No head-on
approach
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Minimal Vertical Distance to Whales and General
Codes for Aircraft

100m
450m
600m
No aircraft

100m
150m

No
500m

No
300m

Human/Whale Interactions

Do not empty holding tanks
No playback sounds
Do not hunt/take whales
No scuba
Do not touch whales
No littering
No loud noises
Do not feed whales

No swimming

Species-specific Codes

dolphins
beaked whales
Southern right

Northern right
pilot whales
sperm whales
killer whales
humpback whales
gray whales

false killer whales
bottlenose whales
beluga whales
Bryde's whales
Species -specific codes
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