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DRAFT RESOLUTION ON FOOD SECURITY

Submitted by
The Republic of Guinea and co-sponsored by the following governments:
Cambodia, Ivory Coast, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Republic of Congo,
Senegal, St. Kitts and Nevis

WHEREAS the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling (ICRW) is the constitution of the
International Whaling Commission (IWC), and its 88 Member States have a legal obligation and
international responsibility for the full implementation of the ICRW;

RECALLING that the ICRW recognizes whale stocks as natural resources in its preamble, “the whale
stocks are susceptible of natural increases if whaling is properly regulated, and that increases in the
size of the whale stocks will permit increases in the number of whales which may be captured without
endangering these natural resources;

ALSO RECALLING that the ICRW considers in its preamble, “that the history of whaling has seen over-
fishing of one area after another and of one species of whale after another to such a degree that is
essential to protect all species of whales from further over-fishing;

FURTHER RECALLING that the ICRW recognizes in its preamble, “that it is in the common interest to
achieve the optimal level of whale stocks as rapidly as possible without widespread economic and
nutritional distress”;

RECOGNIZING that while some of the whale species are still recovering from the past over-harvesting
but others have recovered and have healthy and thriving populations;

NOTING that the IWC’s Scientific Committee developed the Revised Management Procedure (RMP)
which is the process to estimate sustainable catch limits for commercial whaling of baleen whales,
taking into account various uncertainties including natural and environmental disasters that could
reduce whale population size by half in a short time;

RECALLING that the ICRW Article V.2(d) states that amendments to the Schedule “shall take into
consideration the interests of the consumers of whale products and the whaling industry”;

RECOGNIZING that the IWC Member States have divergent views and positions regarding whales and
whaling while sustainable use of some whale populations is scientifically possible;

NOTING that there is a published data that “Since 1990 (to 2009), people in at least 114 countries have
consumed one or more of at least 87 marine mammal species”, and that “Consumption of marine
mammals is considered a significant aspect of food security and cultural well-being in many regions,
and provides some economic (including cash) benefits to people in at least 54 countries” and therefore
effective conservation and management of whales and whaling activities are needed;?

ALSO NOTING that several Member States of the IWC have been historically engaged in whaling
activities and whale meat has been culturally important part of their communities as well as providing
food security;
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NOTING that whales have been harvested for nutritional needs for thousands of years;

RECALLING paragraph 158 of the outcome document of the UN Conference on Sustainable
Development (Rio+20 “The Future We Want”, 20-22 June 2012) conveying the “importance of the
conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and seas and of their resources for sustainable
development, including through their contributions to poverty eradication, sustained economic
growth, food security and creation of sustainable livelihoods and decent work, while at the same time
protecting biodiversity and the marine environment and addressing the impacts of climate change”;

RECALLING that UN Sustainable Development Goal 14 is to, “Conserve and sustainably use the oceans,
seas and marine resources for sustainable development”;

NOTING that the responsible and sustainable management of the fisheries sector remains a critical
objective to strengthen food and nutrition strategies in particular within developing countries;

RECOGNIZING the value of world cultural diversity, the existence of different food production methods,
and the individuals and communities that practice sustainable hunting including the Aboriginal

Subsistence Whaling (ASW) of the IWC;

AFFIRMING our solidarity with communities that use whales for food in a sustainable manner, in line
with their nutritional needs, cultural identities, and livelihoods;

AFFIRMING the inherent link between food security and nutrition, preservation of cultural identity and
security of livelihoods when delivering on global sustainable development goals;

NOW THEREFORE THE COMMISSION:

REAFFIRMS that the ICRW is the constitution of the IWC as the legally binding instrument for all
Member States;

RESPECTS the divergent views and positions of the Member States, based on historical and cultural
differences, in the implementation of the ICRW and the decision-making of the IWC;

URGES Member States to take into consideration the need to ensure, among others, food security and
nutrition, preservation of cultural identity and security of livelihoods in any decision-making;

REAFFIRMS its support for the sustainable use of marine living resources, including whales, while
recognizing and respecting the differences of the positions of the Member States.
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