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PRESS RELEASE | 6 February 1998

IWC Chairman’s Consultation with Commissioners
Antigua, 3-5 February 1998

The Chairman of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), Mr. Michael
Canny of Ireland, called a meeting in Antigua and Barbuda to consult
representatives (Commissioners) of member governments on a proposal for a
compromise package of measures relating to the moratorium on commercial
whaling presented by Ireland at the 49™ Annual Meeting of the IWC held in
Monaco in October 1997.

Seventeen member countries were represented at the meeting. There was a full
and frank exchange of views on the elements of the lIrish proposal. The
fundamental positions of the governments were maintained, but progress was
made in reaching a better understanding of national positions.

It was agreed that it will be useful to continue the discussions at the next Annual
Meeting of the IWC, to be held in Muscat, Oman, in May 1998.

All delegates expressed their warm appreciation of the facilities and hospitality
extended by the Government of Antigua and Barbuda in hosting the meeting.



