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laternational Whaling Conumission

(1) The haternational Whaling Commission presents this, its Sixth Annual
Report, covering the year Ist June, 1954 to 31st May, 1955.

(2) In the course ol the ycar, no new Governments notified the State
Department at Washington (the Depository Government for the Internatioal
Whaling Convention, 1946) of their ratilication of or adherence to the said
Convention.  “The number of countries that now have the right to appoint
members of the Commission remains therefore at 17, and the names of their
Commissioners are shown on page 2 of this Report.

(3) The Commission again expresses (he earnest hope that the non-partici-
pating countries, especially those whose representatives signed the 1946
Convention, may sce their way to ratify or adhere to the Convention without
further delay, so that they may be in position (o co-operate in the vital task
of conserving the whale stocks of the world.

(4) All the participating countrics mentioned on page 2 were represented at
the sixth meceting held in Tokyo, in July, 1954, with the exception of Iceland.
In addition, representatives were also present, by invitation of the Commission,
as obscrvers, Trom Argentina, Naly, and Chile, and from the Food und
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, and the International Council
for the Exploration of the Sea.

(5) A list of all those who attended the sixth meeting will be found in
Appendix 1o this Report. The agenda for that meeting constitutes Appendix
11.

1 will be recalled that a year or two ago the Commission decided to include
among the Appendices to the Annual Report the Chairman’s Report of the
meeting which took place within the period covered by the Report. It was then
felt that those reading the Report might like to have the Chairman’s Report in
a convenient printed form, although it would not be available in this form for
some time aller the event.  The inclusion of this Chairman’s Report, however,
as an Appendin makes it unnecessary to repeat in the main body ol the Report
many of the items dealt with in the Chairman's Report, which should therefore
be read as part of this Report.

(6) AU thc first plenary session, held at the Grand Hotel in Tokyo on 19th
July, 1954, the Commissioners and their advisers and the various observers
were welcomed on behalf of the Japanese Government by the Minister of
Agriculture and Forestry whose address 1o the Assembly was greatly appreciated.

(7) At the outset of the sixth meeting the Commission approved its agenda
to which reference has already been made.

(8) In accordance with the Rules of Procedure, as amended at the third
meeting at Cape Town, the Commission were polled as to whether any additional
country desired representation on either of the (wo Committecs.

(9) As a result the Scientilic Conupitiee was constituted as follows : -

Australia (Mr. Anderson), Canada (M. Gibson), Japan (Dr. Omura),
Netherlands  (Dr.  Slijper), Norway (Prol. Ruud), South Africa (Dr.
Marchand), U.S.S.R. (Mr. Tverianovich), UK. (Dr. Mackintosh), US.A.
(Dr. Kellogg) with experts in addition. D, Mackintosh (U.K.) v elecred
Chairman.



(10) The Technical Committee was constituted as follows :—

Australia (Mr. Moore), Canada (Mr. Clark), Japan (Dr. Koduki),
Netherlands (Mr. de Waal), Norway (Mr. Moe), Panama (Mr. Aleman),
South Africa (Mr: Plumimer), U.S.A. (Mr. Terry), U.S.S.R. (Capt. Solyanik),
U.K. (Mr. Wall accompanied by Sir V. Board). Mr. Clark (Canada) was elected
Chairman.

In exercise of his powers under the Rules of Procedure, the Chairman, after
considering the constitution of the Finance and Administration Committee

during the previous four years appointed the following to serve during the
year 1954-55 :—

Mr. Wall (U.K.), Dr. Marchand (South Africa), Dr. Kodaki (Japan).
When the Committee met, Mr. Wall (U.K.) was elected Chairman.

(1) All financial matters including the Commissicn’s expenditure during
1953-54 and budget for 195455 were referred to the last mentioned Commitiec,
upon whose recommendation the following decisions were subsequently taken
by the Commission.

(12) The Commission accepted the financial statement relating to the income
and expenditure for 1953-54 as certified by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries now the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, who act as the
Commission’s Accountants.

This statement has already appeared as Appendix V to the fifth Report of
the Commission.

(13) The Commission took note of the fact that three contributions in
respect of 1953-54 were outstanding namely (rom Brazil, Mexico and Panama.
These outstanding contributions were subscquently paid.

(14) As regards the year 1954-55, the Commission decided (hat the contri-
bution to be requested from cach contracting government should remain at
£150 sterling. The actual income and expenditure for this ycar as scttled by
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and approved by the Commission at
its seventh meeting at Moscow is shown as Appendix V to this Report. It will
be seen that the cost of the Commission for this year amounted to £2,271,
against the estimated budget of £€2,580. At the close of year the contributions
from Panama and Mexico were still outstanding.

(15) On the recommendation of the Finance and Administration Commitiee,
the Commission agreed that the Annual Mecting should be held in Moscow
on I8th July, 1955. The U.S.S.R. Commissioner penerously undertook that
his Government would provide the accommodation for the meeting and the
necessary staff for the conduct of the meeting and verbatim recording of the
proceedings, without cost to the Commission.

(16) 1t will be recalled that a copy of the rearranged schedule (which had
been approved by the Commission in 1953) was included as Appendix 1V to the
fifth Report. It had not come into force because, at that time, written assents
to its adoption were still awaited from Brazil and Panama.  Assent was reccived
from Brazil during the course of thc Tokyo meeting, but at the conclusion of
1954--55 to which year this Report relates, the assent indicated by Panama still
awaited confirmation by the Panamanian Parliament.

In the meantime, copies of the Schedule, augmented by all the amendments
that came into force as the result of the sixth meeting at Tokyo, have been
printed and are ready for circulation immediately the outstanding assent is
received, on which day it is due to come into operation.
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(i7) A number of amendments were made 1o the Schedule attached to the
International Whaling Convention 1946 and these are set out in detail in
paragraph 14 of the Chairman’s Report (Appendix 11). They comprise :—

(a) A prohibition on the taking of blue whales in the North Atlantic for a
period of 5 ycars.

(h) A prohibition on the taking of blue whales in parts of the North
Pacific Ocean for a period of 5 years.

(¢) A prohibition on the taking of humpback whales in the North Atlantic
Ocean for a period of 5 years.

(d) A prohibition on the taking of humpback whales for a period of
5 years south of 40” South Latitude between 0" Longitude and 70° West
Longitude.

(e) A prohibition on the taking of humpback whales south of 40° South
Latitude except on the Ist, 2nd, 3rd and 4th February in any year.

(f) The opening of the Antarctic secason from 7th January instcad of 2nd
January, no blue whales to be taken before 21st January.

(g) A prohibition on the taking of sperm or minke whales except as
permitted by Contracting Governments.

() The length below which fin whales can be taken was reduced from
00 feet 10 57 leet.

(i) The addition of a new paragraph regarding the declaration of a scparate
open season lor minke whales in arcas having oceanographic conditions
clearly distinguishable from those of other such arcas.

(18) In accordance with the requirements of the Articles ol the Convention,
all these amendments to the Schedule were duly notitied (o Contracting Govern-
ments and, subject to what follows, came into operation on 7th November,
1955.  Objection, however, was raised (o amendments (a) and (b) above and
these did not come into operation until 24th February, 1955 and 17th February,
1955, respectively, but are not binding in the case of (a) on Iccland and Denmark
and in the case of (h) on Japan, Canada, U.S.S.R. and the US.A.

(19) The Commission gave consideration o the question of using helicopters
and other aircraft for killing whales, although at the present time these aircraft
are not used for this purpose.  Nevertheless the Commission decided 1o make a
recommendation under Article VI of the Convention and resolved that an
approach should be made 1o that end to the Government of the U.S.A. as the
Depository Government.

Such an approach was duly made but the matter had not been concluded
by the end of the year 1o which this Report relates and it will therefore be
further considered at the seventh meeting at Moscow in July, 1955.

(20) The Commission also considered the position under the Convention of
a * refrigerated ship ™ used for the collection of whale meat from a factory ship
for subscquent treatment Tor human or animal consumption.  The Comumnission
decided to obtain a legal opinion on the subject and were informed that such a
ship would have to be regarded as falling within the definition of factory ship
in_Article 1l of the Convention. This opinion would come before the Com-
mission at its seventh meeting at Moscow in July, 1955, for such action as may
be deemed necessary.

(21) The Commission decided again 1o st up a Scientific Sub-Commillee
under the Chairmanship of Dr. N. A. Mackintosh (U.K.) consisting of repre-
sentatives of Australia, France, Japan, Netherlands, Norway and US.S.R.
with a technical representative in addition from Norway. 1t was left to the
Convener (Dr. Mackintosh) to prepare the agenda to cover all scicntific questions
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of interest to the Commission including thosc specitically mentioned in the
Scicntific Committee’s report as represented at (he sixth meeting.  As this
Sub-Committee met in London from 18th April to 22nd April, 1955, inclusive,
its report, which will fall to be considered at the seventh mceting in Moscow,
is printed in full in Appendix IV to this Report.

(22) The Commission’s thanks are due to the organisers of thc ENERN
Expedition, in the course of which a considerable amount of marking was
carried out in 1953-54, and it was strongly recommended that lurther such
marking might be repeated during the 1954-55 scason. This recommendation
was endorsed by the Scientific Sub-Committee already referred 0, as will be
seen from their report in Appendix 1V, to which reference has already been
made.

(23) Attention is particularly directed to paragraph 13(3) of the Chairman's
report of the sixth meeting, wherein a warning was issued that it might soon be
necessary to restrict more severely the Antarctic catch of blue whales, whilst
guarding against a corresponding increasc in the catch of hin whales. This
matter is also dealt with in the Scientific Sub-Committee’s report and will in due
course fall to be dealt with at the Commission’s seventh mecting in Moscow.

(24) Progress reports supplied by the Netherlands, Norway and the U.K.,
were considered at the sixth meeting.  Research is also being carried out in
Canada, Japan, the U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A.

(25) Through the courtesy of the Burcau of International Whaling Statistics,
the Commission had before it the figures in respect of the year 1954-55 covered
by this Report and a few figures are given in the next paragraph, although
these figures were not available until the sixth mecting, held after the close of
the year to which this report relates.

(26) The Antarctic scason in 1954-55 extended from 7th January to 7th
April, but it was again found necessary to stop operations before the concluding
date, as the 15,500 blue whale unit limit was likely to be exceeded. Catching
was stopped by the Burcau of International Whaling Statistics as from midnight
on 19th March, 1955. By that date 15,300 blue whale units had been taken,
200 short of the permitted total of 15,500.

(27) The killing of humpback whales was permitied on the Ist, 2nd, 3rd and
4th February, and during that period 493 humpback whales were captured.

(28) The factory ships engaged in the Antarctic season 1954-55 numbered
19 as follows :—

Pelagos, Kosmos 111, Kosmos 1V, Thorshovdi, Norhval, Sir James Clark
Ross, Suderoy, Thorshammer, Thorshavet (Norway), Southern Harvester,
Southern Venturer, Balacna (U.K.), Abraham Larsen (South Africa),
Willem Barendsz (Netherlands), Slava (U.S.S.R.), Tonan Maru, Nisshin
Maru, Kinjyo Maru (Japan), Olympic Challenger (Panama).

The total number of catchers attached to factory ships was 233,

(29) The total oil output from the Antarctic scason’s catch amounted to
2,057,479 barreis. If the catch of land stations in the Antarctic is included,
namely 180,081 barrels, the total Antarctic catch of whale oil is increased to
2,237,560 barrels, inclusive of 284,615 of sperm oil.

This output for the Antarctic season 1954--55 represented a decrease of
48,160 barrels on the previous year, and at 6 barrels (o the ton the decrease
amounted to 8,026 tons.

(30) Outside the Antarctic in the year 1954 the output was about 600,000
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bareels, as compared with 450,654 barrels in 1953 and at 6 barrels 1o the ton
represented 100,000 tons.

(31) The Commission’s recommendations that resulied from the Report of
the Technical Committee are st out in paragraph 12 of the Chairman’s
Report of the sixth meeting. 1t was decided to call the attention of Contracting
Governments (o the continuing large number of undersized lactating and lost
whales and to the great waste of resources represented by lost whales.  The
Commission emphasized (he neeessity for Contracting Governments (o ensure
the strict enforcement of measurements of whales taken, and the accuracy of
reporting infractions.

(32) In the course of the year under review the Commission was notilicd by
Canada and the U.S.S.R. that permits (o take o certain number of whales lor
scientific purposes had been granted, and those countries, in accordance with
the requirements of the 1946 Convention, have been ashed (o supply, in due
course, information as (o the result of the scientific mvestigations cagried out
as the result of the taking of whales under these permits.

(33) The Commission remains greatly indebted 10 those who have assisted in
carrying out the arduous responsibilities with which it is charged.

In the first place the Japanese Government and the Japancese: Whaling
Industry provided hospitality and facilitics which greatly added to the comfort
and cfliciency of the Tokyo meeting.

Sccondly the Commission greatly appreciated (he statistics provided by the
Burcau of International Whaling “Statistics, and so ably commented upon
by its Dircctor, Mr. E. Vangstcin.

Finally, at its sixth mecting in Tokyo, the Commission recorded their regrel
that Professor Birger Bergersen was absent for the first time since the Com-
mission was constituled, owing (o his appointment as i Minister, and the
Commission decided 10 convey to his Excellency (heir sense of grititude for
the great scrvices he had rendered for so many ycars as the representalive of
the Norwegian Government.
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APPENDIX |

List o COMMISSIONIRS AND O FHERS AL LENDING 1 Sixin Mg 1, 1954

AUSTRALIA
Braziw
CANADA
DENMARK ..
FFrance
leeann
JAPAN
Mixico

NETRLANDS

Niw Ziarann

NorwAy

PANAMA
Sovin Arrica

SwinpiN

LLS.S.R.

UK. i

LL.S.A.

JAPANESE Experts :
MUNEYASU TACHIKAWA
thneo OMura
YASutko NAra
MasAtiro Nisiponi
Kinzo KAwAKkAMi
YASUMAISU MIYAKY
KEUIRO MAtDA

I 1. ANDERSON with R Moo, adviser
W. S. Rosaro
G. RO Crark with Gornon Ginson, expert
In. BobeNnaGin
I©. ToussaiNng
(Not represented)
A. Konaki with experts and advisers as in anne xe
M. M. Arcr

G ) LuNeson with 1. by Waar,

1.0 Seoee
Gi. Basnov.

experts

R.M. Miaie

)T Ruup with 1. Mo

I VANGS TN

} advizers

with D, 3 CPromsiee, adviser

R. R. ALEMAN
J. M. Marcnann

Peper HAMMARSK O D
and OLor Rira

with V. Tvimanovicn
Yu. M. Paviov

A. N. SoLYANIK

} caperts

R. G. R. Wan with N AL MackiNiosi —_—
S Vyvyan Boarn [ O708

with W. M. Tirry
Commander J. P
MariN

R, KenroGa
advisers

(. dunene)
Advisery .

Iwao Fuma
Kyuurt Suzuki
KENKICI NAKAm
Koia Hokesu
Yasuo Suzoki
Suo KAMIMURA
SmGEo Takepa



Attending as Observers

ARGENTINE .. .. .. GuiLLErMO CONTI
G. HArDY
1. J. Orm1iZ

Cnie .. - e .. R. Suariz-BAarros

IraLy .. s o .. L. Cozu

PORTUGAL e - .. V. A, MARTINS

F.A.O. - - .. C. MiLes

I.C.ES... - o .. G. ). Lienescu

Secretary .. .. .. A.T. A Dosson
Assisted by . .. T. Mori and other Japanese staff

Note.—It is understood that owing to delay in the mail, the Peruvian Represen-
tative (Miguel Grau-Price, Chargé d’Affaires) did not rcceive his
conference papers in time to be an accredited observer.

APPENDIX 11

AGENDA for the SIXTH MEETING of the Commission (o be held in Tokyo,
on Monday, 19th July, 1954, ar 10 a.m., at Tokyo Grand Hotel, 2-1 Nagata-
Cho, Chiyoda-Ku.

1. Welcome on behalf of the Japanese Government.
2. Opening remarks by the Chairman. Arrangements for the meeting.
3. Formal approval of the Agenda, as set oul below.

4. Appointments to Committeecs. The Commission will be polled, in
pursuance of Rule XVIII of the Rules of Procedure, as to whether any additional
countrics desire representation.  (Note :—The prescat membership of the
Scientific and Technical Committees is set out in Paragraphs 4 and 5 of the
Chairman’s Report of the Fifth Mecting. The Chairman will appoint the
members of the Finance and Administration Committce.)

5. Report as to re-arranged Schedule.

6. Finance. Provisional Statements showing the cost of the Commission
during the year st June, 1953 to 31st May, 1954, and the estimated cost for the
year st June, 1954 to 31st May, 1955. (Sixth Meeting, Documents I (a) and
(b).) (Nore :—The Commission will no doubt wish to refer these statements
to the Finance and Administration Committce for consideration, and for
recommendations as to the contribution to be requested from each Contracting
Government for the year 1954-55.)

7. Report of the Special Scientific Sub-Committce set up, with Professor B.
Bergersen as Convener. (Sixth Meeting, Document I1.) (No1E —The Com-
mission will no doubt wish to refer this Report and that under item (8) to the
Scicntific Committee for consideration.)

8. General Scientific Report by Dr. N. A. Mackintosh. (Sixth Meeting,
Document I11.)

9. Report on Whale Marking. (Sixth Meeting, Document [V.)
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10. Statement of Infractions committed during the land station season 1953
and the pelagic scason 1953-54. (Sivth Meeting, Documenr V.) (Noti ;- The
Commission may wish (o refer this statement (o the Technical Committee for
consideration.)

1. Review ol the 1953 -54 season’s catch. Vigures will be furnished by the
Burcau of International Whaling Statistics, but it is hoped that a Summary
may be made available in advance of the meceting.

12. Amendments to the Schedule, arising from the Scientific Sub-Committee’s
Report. (Document 11 above) and from other sources,

(A) Insert the following, as a new Paragraph 4, re-numbering the sub-
sequent paragraphs.,
4. It is forbidden to kill or attempt 1o kill blue whales and humpback
whales in the following areas :—

(@) in the Northern Hemisphere.

(b) in the waters South of 50° South Latitude between 0° Longitude and
70" West Longitude ; and it is forbidden to kill or attempt o kill
blue whales in the waters of the South Atlantic oulside the Antarctic,

(NotE :—This area may require defining.)

(B) Paragraph 6 (present numbering)

Delete the words ** Provided that in any pelagic whaling season for baleen
whales the killing of humpback whales shall be permitted ™ and insert the
word *except ™ ; after ** 4th February ™ insert the words ™ in any year,”

(C) Paragraph 6 (present numbering)
At end inscrt the words * Except in the waters South of 50" South
Latitude between 0 Longitude and 70" West Longitude.”

(D) Paragraph 1(a) (present numbering)

Delete the proviso at the end of 7(a) and substitute ** and no such whale
catcher shall be used for the purpose of killing or attempting to kill blue
whales before the 16th January in any year.”

(E) Paragraph 1(a) )
Last linc : after ** taken ” insert ** or killed.”

(F) Insert & new Sub-paragraph 7 (b) as follows :—

“It is forbidden (o use a whale catcher attached 10 a factory ship for the
purpose ol killing or attempting to kill spern or minke whales except as
permitted by the Contracting Governments in accordance with sub-
paragraphs (¢), (d) and (e) of this paragraph.”

(Sub-paragraphs (b), (¢) and (d) will then become (), (d) and (e) respec-
lively.)

(G) Paragraph 7 (a) (present numbering)
For the words ** 2nd January,” substitute the words (** date 10 be
inserted ) ; and delete the proviso at end.

(H) Paragraph 8 (a) (present numbering)
Dclete the words * five hundred.”

(1) Paragraph 9 (b) (present numbering)

For the words *“ 60 feet (18.3 metres) ™ w the first line substitute the
words “* 55 feet (16.8 metres) ™ ; and in the fourth line delete the words
** fin whales of not less than 55 fcet (16.8 meties) may be tuken for delivery
to land stations in the Southern Hemisphere and”



(J) Paragraph 10(d) (present numbering)

At end add, ** And provided a separate open scason may also be declared
for land stations within an arca, with substantially dilfering regional
occanic conditions ; however, the aggregate of the open seasons for land
stations under the jurisdiction of the same Contracling Government, shall
not exceed nine consecutive months of any twelve months.”

13. The use of llelicopters and/or other aircraft for killing whales. (Sixih
Mceting. Document V1)

14. Report by the Finance and Administration Commillec.
15. Report by the Scientific Commitlce.
16. Report by the Technical Committee.

17. Draft Fifth Annual Report for approval.  (Sivth Meeting.  Document
vii.)

18. Any other Business.

19. Dalte and Place of Next Mceting.

(Nori :—The Commission may wish this to be referred to the Finance and
Administration Committee for recommendations. This may affect the arrange-
ments for the election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman at the conclusion of the
present holders’ tenure of office.) :

) APPENDIX 111
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT OF ThE SiIX111 ANNUAL MEETING

I. The Commission held its sixth annual meeting in Tokyo, at the inviltation
of the Japanese Government, at the Tokyo Grand Ilotel. At the first Plenary
Session, held on 19th July, 1954, the Commissioners with their cxperts and
advisers, and the various obscrvers were welcomed on behalf of the Japanese
Government by the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, who expressed his
pleasure at the opportunity of meeting the Commission and wished them a
successtul meeting.  His welcoming speech is recorded in full in the verbatim
report of the First Plenary Mecting. (Sixth Meeting Document X1V (A).)
The final Plenary was held on 23rd July, 1954. :

2. Commissioners were present [rom Australia, Canada, France, Japan,
Netherlands, Norway, Panama, Union of South Africa, U.S.S.R., U.K. and
the U.S.A. :

Brazil, Denmark, Mexico, New Zcaland and Sweden were also represented,
Iceland was not represented. Representatives were also present as observers
from Argentine, Chile, ltaly, Portugal, the Food and Agriculture Organisation
of the United Nations and from the International Council for the Exploration
of the Sca. Owing to dclay in the mail, the Peruvian representative did not
receive his papers in time to atlend as an accredited observer.

3. After approving the Agenda, the Commission were polled as to whether
any Contracting Government wished to have representation on cither of the
two standing committees, where it had not had such representation before, or
whether it desired to vary its existing representation.

" 4. As aresult, the Scientific Commillee was constituted as follows :—
Australia (Mr. Anderson), Canada (Mr. Gibson), Japan (Dr. Omura with
Messrs. Nara and Kawakami), Netherlands (Dr. Slijper), Norway (Dr. Ruud),
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South Africa (Dr. Marchand), U.K. (Dr. Mackintosh), U.S.A. (Dr. Kellogg),
U.S.S.R. (Mr. Tverianovich).  Dr. Mackintosh was elccted Chairman.

5. The Technical Committee was constituted as follows -

Australia (Mr. Moore), Canada (Mr. Clark), Japan (Dr. Kodaki accom-
panied by Messrs. Tachihawa, Nishibori, Miyake, Maeda), Netherlands
(Mr. de Waal), Norway (Mr. Moc), Panama (Mr. Aleman), South Africa
(Mr. Plumimer), U.S.A. (Mr. Terry) accompanied by Commander Martin),
U.S.8.R. (Capt. Solyanik), U.K. (Mr. Wall accompanicd by Sir V. Board).
Mr. Clark was clected Chairman.

6. With regard to the Finance and Administration Commitlee, the Chairman
nominated the following to serve for 1954 -55. Mr. Wall (U.K.), Dr. Marchand
(5. Africa), Dr. Kodaki (Japan). Mr. Wall was elected Chairman.

7. A large number of items on the Commission’s approved agenda were
referred to one or other of the three Commitiees whose reports came up in
due course for the Commission's consideration.

8. Asregards the Finance and Administration Committee’s recomimendalions,
the Commission came to the following conclusions :—

(a) The expenditure for the year 1953-54 as sct out and approved by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries in Confercnce Document | (A) was
approved.  ‘The nett expenditure for that year was £1,854 16s. 2d., but the
Commission ook note of the fact that three contributions were outstanding
at the end of the year (Mexico, Panama and Brazil) which it was hoped
would be speedily paid.

The balance carried forward to 1954-55, amounted to £1,457.

(h) As regards the budget for 1954-55, which covers the Tokyo (Sixth)
Meeting, the Commission accepted the estimates set out in Document | (B),
subject to certain amendments, viz., an increase to £800 in the item dealing
with travelling and an increase (o £250 in that relating to Special Stationery
Services.  These increases brought the total estimated expenditure o £2,580.

(¢) The Commission resolved that the contribution to be requested from
Contracting Governments in respect of 1954/55 should be £150 as before,
This will produce £2,550 which, with the balance of £1,457 brought forward,
will produce a total income of £4,007, leaving a balance to be carried forward
1o 1955-6 of £1,427.

Against the balance to be carried forward the Commission contemplated
the publication of one or more scientific reports during the year.

The Commission accepted the budget on these lines and it is to be found in
Document | (B) Revised.

(d) As regards the date and place of the next meeling, the Commission
considered the matter in the light of an invitation from the U.S.S.R. Govern-
ment that the 1955 meeting should be held in Moscow in the latter part of
July.

When (he matter was put (o the vote, the selection of Moscow was agreed
to by 12 votes with two abstentions ; two of the assents were subject o
confirmation by the Governments concerned.

The Commission asked the U.S.S.R. Delegation to express their thanks (o
the U.S.S.R. Government for their invitation.

9. The Commission approved the draft of the Fifth Anpual Report (covering
the financial year 1953-54), as submitted by the Sceeretary, subject (0 e
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insertion of certain figures not available when the draft was prepared. The
Commission agreed that the re-arranged Schedule, although not yet in force,
owing to the fact that all the assents in writing had not been received by the
opening of the sixth meeting, should for record purposes, be included among
the Appendices to the fifth report, which otherwise remain as before.

At the time of the sixth meeting, assents to the re-arranged Schedule werc
outstanding from Panama and Brazil. In the former case, notification by
Parliament was necessary and could not be obtained before Ist October, 1954,
The Assent from Brazil was received in the course of the meeting on 22nd
July, 1954.

10. Through the usual co-operation of the Burcau of International Whaling
Statistics, the Commission had before them, in the usual form, detailed ligures
relating to the whaling season of 1953 (Land Stations) and 1953-54 (Pelagic
whaling). The Commission were indebted to Mr. Vangstein for a clear com-
mentary on the situation which is reported in full in the verbatim report of the
First Plenary Meeting (Conference Document X1V (A)).

I1. As regards the Antarctic Season in 1953-4 there were 17 factory ships
engaged with 206 whale catchers, and the total output of whale oil amounted
to 2,100,879 barrels. The land stations produced another 184,647 barrels,
making a grand total of 2,285,526 barrels, inclusive of 144,518 burrels of sperm
oil. This output represented an increase of 167,429 barrels on the previous
year, which at 6 barrels to the ton amounted to 27,905 tons. Outside the
Antarctic in the year 1953 the output was 397,836 barrels, as compared with
429,670 barrels in 1952 and at 6 barrels 1o the ton represented 66,306 tons.
The Commission noted that pelagic whaling in the Antarctic was stopped as
from midnight on 18th March, 1954. By that date, 15,439 blue whale units
had been taken,’or 61 whales short of the authorised total of 15,500. The
catching of humpbacks was permitted on the first four days of February.
Altogether 594 humpbacks were taken during that period, a decrcase of 355 on
the previous year.

12. The Technical Committee’s report was circulated as Conference Docu-
ment XVII and the commission decided that its recommendations should be
put into effect as follows :—

(1) As regards the report made by the Sub-Committee (consisting of Sir

V. Board (U.K.), Mr. Terry (U.S.A.), Mr. Miyake (Japan) and Mr. Moe

(Norway), it was decided that the attention of Contracting Governments

should be called to the continuing large number of undersize, lactating and

lost bluc whales ; to the great waste of resources represented by lost whalcs ;
to the forms used by the Norwegian Government for recording details of
infractions ; and finally to the necessity for member Governments (o ensure
the strict_enforcement of measurements of whales taken and the accuracy
of reporting of infractions.

(2) Consideration was given to the use of helicopters and other aircrall
for killing whales and, although helicopters are not so used at the present
time, the Commission decided to make a recommendation under Article VI
of the Convention, and resolved that the nccessary approach be made to
that end to the Government of the U.S.A. as the Depository Government.

(3) The Commission decided that a legal opinion should be obtained as to
the application of Article 2 of the Convention and para. 11 of the schedule
to a refrigerated ship collecting whale meat from a factory ship for sub-
sequent treatment for human or animal consumption.

(4) The Commission decided that the Scientific Sub-Committee referred to
in paragraph 13(1) should be asked to consider the extension of whale marking
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and to prepare a co-ordinated programme to which the Commission might
make a financial contribution.

(5) The Commission decided that the Scientific Sub-Committee referred
to in paragraph 13(1) should include a technical representative in connection
with the consideration of any technical matters that might arise.

13. The report of the Scientific Committee was circulated as Conference
Document XV, and apart from the question of amendments to the Schedule,
it contained a number of recommendations upon which the Commission
decided as follows :—

(1) That a Scientific Sub-Committec should be set up consisting of
representatives of Australia, France, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, U.S.S.R.
and U.K. with a technical representative from Norway. It was decided thal
the Sub-Committee should meet at some suitable time before the next
meeting and that Dr. Mackintosh (U.K.) should be the convener and should
prepare the agenda to cover all scientilic questions of interest to the Com-
mission including those, e.g., Pelagic whaling in the North Pacific, mentioned
in the Scientilic Committee’s report.

(2) The Commission while expressing their thanks (o the organisers of the
ENERN expedition, pointed out that it was essential for an extended pro-
gramme to be undertaken, so that reliable conclusions might be drawn.

The Commission understood that the whaling companies were favourably
considering giving further support to whale marking and expressed the hope
that more whale marking might take place in 1954-55.

(3) The Commission took special note of the Committee’s views in para. 18
of their Report, on the subject of Antarctic stocks in general.  Having regard
to the scientific advice at their disposal and to the catch statistics covering
whaling operations in the Antarctic, the Commission expressed the opinion
that it may soon become necessary Lo restrict more severely the Antarctic
cateh of blue whales, while guarding at the same time against a corresponding
increase in the catch of fin whales.  This alone would involve a reduction in
the total permitted catch in the Antarctic. If there should be clear signs of
depletion of fin whale stocks also, the Commission believe that a further and
very substantial reduction of the total permitted catch should be made at
once. The Commission resolved that their views on this matter should be
brought to the attention of Contracting Governments and by them made
known (o their whaling industries.

(4) The Commission took note of the progress reports supplied by the
Netherlands, Norway and the U.K. and understood that research was also
being carried on in Canada, Japan, the U.S.S.R. and the US.A.

14. Most of the recommendations of the Scientific Committee were con-
cerned with amendments (o the Schedule.

A number of proposed amendments appeared on the Agenda, but not all of
these were accepled. .

Those amendments which were accepted were as follows :—-

(1) In Paragraph 4. 1lnsert the following two new sub-paragraphs, the
existing paragraph numbered 4 being re-numbered 4(3).

4(1) 1t is forbidden to kill or attempt (o kill blue whales in the North
Atlantic Ocean for a period of five years.

(9 votes in favour, with 5 abstentions.)

4(2) It is forbidden to use a whale catcher attached (o a factory ship or
to a land station for the purpose of killing or attemipting 1o kill blue whales
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for a period of five years in the North Pacilic Ocean between 20° North
Latitude and 66" North Latitude eastward of a line running south from
66" North Latitude along the meridian 168" 58’ 22.69" West Longitude
to 65° 15" North Latitude ; thence southwestward along a great circle
course Lo the intersection of 51" North Latitude and 167" East Longitude ;
thence southeastward along a great circle course to the intersection of
48° North Latitude and 180" Longitude ; thence south along the meridian
180" Longitude to 20" North Latitude.
(7 votes in favour, 2 against, 5 abstentions.)

(2) In Paragraph 6. Insert the following sub-paragraphs, the existing,
paragraph numbered 6 being now re-numberced 6(3).
6(1) It is forbidden to kill or attempt to kill humpback whales in the
North Atlantic Occan for a period of 5 years.
(8 votes in favour, 6 abstentions.)
6(2) It is forbidden to kill or attempt to kill humpback whales in the
waters south of 40" South Latitude between 0° Longitude and 70" Wesi
Longitude for a period of 5 years.

(7 votes in favour, 2 against and 4 abstentions without the addition of
the last 6 words ; the subsequent addition of these words attracted 10 voles
with 3 abstentions.)

(3) Paragraph 6, now to be re-numbered 6(3), shall read as follows :—

It is forbidden to use a whale catcher attached 10 a factory ship for the
purpose of killing or attempting to kill humpback whales in any waters south
0l'40” South Latitude except on the Ist, 2nd, 3rd and 4th February in any year.

(4) In Paragraph 1(a). For ** 2nd January * substitute * 7th January.”

(12 votes in favour. 3 absientions.)

Omit the proviso at end and insert the words ** and no such whale catcher
shall be used for the purpose of killing or attempting to kill blue whales
before the 21st January in any year.”

Parigraph 7(a) as so amended will then read as follows, the new words
being underlined - —

T(a) Itis forbidden 10 use a whale catcher attached to a factory ship for
the purpose of killing or attempting to kill baleen whales (¢xcluding minke
whales) in any waters south of 40° South Latitude, except during the period
7th January to Tth April, following, both days inclusive ; and no such
whale catcher shall be used for the purpose of killing or attempling to kill

blue whales before the 21st January in any year.

(11 votes in favour, with 2 abstentions.)
(5) Insert a new sub-paragraph 1 (b) as follows :—
“ 7(b) 1t is forbidden to use a whale catcher attached to a factory ship
for the purpose of killing or attempting to kill sperm or minke whales,

except as permilted by the Contracting Governments in accordance with
sub-paragraphs (c), (d) and (e) of this paragraph.”
The existing sub-paragraphs (b), (¢) and (/) will then become (), (d) and
(e) respectively.
(12 votes in favour. 2 abstentions.)

(6) In Paragraph 9(b), for the words ** 60 feet (18.3 metres) ** read ** 57 feet
(17.4 metres).”

(12 votes in favour. 2 abstentions.)
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(T) At end of Paragraph 10(d), add the following words :-—

Except that a separate open season may be declared for any land station
used for the taking or treating of minke whales which is located in an area
having occanographic conditions clearly distinguishable from those of the
area in which are located the other land stations used for the taking or
treating ol minke whales under the jurisdiction of the same Contracling
Government ; but the declaration of a separate open scason by virtue of
the provisions of this sub-paragraph shall not cause thereby the period
of time covering the open scasons declared by the same Contracting
Government to exceed nine continuous months of any twelve months.”

(6 votes in favour, 8 abstentions.)

15. A number of amendments did not attract the requisile number of volcs,
viz., the prohibition on the taking of humpback whales in the North Pacific
Ocean, and on (he taking of blue whales in the waters south of 40° South
Latitude between 0° Longitude and 70° West Longitude, and finally the pro-
posed reduction of the blue whale unit limit by 500.

The proposal to prohibit the taking of blue whales in the South Atlantic did
not attract a proposer.

16. At the final Plenary Mecting, the Commission indicated its appreciation
of the hospitality and facilities which had been gencrously provided both by
the Japanese Government and the Japancse Whaling Industry.  The stafl
provided by the Japanese Governmient under Mr. Mori had done invaluable
work and had produced the papers without any delay.

17. The Commission also recorded its appreciation of the great scrvices
which had been rendered by Mr. Vangsicin and the Burcau of fnternational
Whaling Statistics.

18. The satisfaction of thc Commission was also expressed at the presence of
the Obscrvers from Argentine, Chile, Portugal and Ialy and the hope was
expressed that this indicated their intention of adhering (o or ratitying the
Convention at an early date.

19. The representatives of (he Food and Agriculture Organisation and the
International Council for the Exploration of the Sea, cxpressed their pleasure
-al having been present.

20. Finally the Commission recorded (heir regret that Prof. BIRGER
BERGERSEN had, for the first time since the Commission was sel up, been
unablc to attend, and it was decided to convey (o him the Commissjion's sense

~of pratitude for all the great services (hat he had rendered ever since he had
represented the Norwegian Government at Whaling Conferences.

REMINGTON KELLOGG,

Chairman,
26th July, 1954.

APPENDIX 1V
REPORT OF ScieNtiFic Sun-Commriie
(April, 1955)
I. The Scientific Sub-Committee appointed by the Commission at their
Tokyo mecting in 1954 met in London on 19th April, 1955, and following days.
2. The Sub-Committce consisted of (he following : —

Dr. Mackintosn, Chairman . . .. o | - .
Dr. R. M. Laws - - .. s J Unimiv Kingoom



Mr. GUNNAR JAHN . s i s

Prof. J. Ruup .. .. : .}NORW"‘Y

Dr. P. BUDKER . . o .. FrANCE

Mr. PATIERSON - - 5% .. AUSTRALIA
Dr. H. Omura .. .. . - .. Japan

Prof. . SLorenr .. .. .. .. .. NETHERLANDS
Dr. BoGbanov be .. .. ..

Mr. V. TviriANOvVICH .. 3 i .. pUSS.R.

Mr. J. Paviov

The Secretary was in attendance.  Mr. E. Moc (Norway) also atiended in
connection with Technical matters, and Mr. E. Vangstein (Norway) in con-
nection with International Whaling Statistics.  Mr. R. G. Williams, Secretary
of the National Institute of Occanography attended during the whale marking
discussions.

3. The various matters referred to the Sub-Committee at the'Tokyo meeting
werce embodicd in an agenda in the following terms, which were approved by
the Sub-Committee :—

(1) Approval of Agenda as below.

(2) Limit to the catch of separate species in the Antarclic.
(3) Sanctuary in the Pacific Sector.

(4) Long term prospects of the Southern Stocks.

(5) Pelagic Whaling in the North Pacific.

(6) Other Whaling outside the Antarclic.

(7) Whale marking programme.

(8) Other business.

4. The Sub-Committee had before them a number of ducoments, which-
greatly assisted them in their deliberations.

5. They included :—

(a) Some notes by the Chairman on the various items of the Agenda.

(h) A memorandum supplied by the Australian authoritics on the results
of rescarch on the Australian stocks of humpback whales.

() A report by Messrs. Hylen, Jonsgard, Pike and Ruud on the age
composition of Antarctic fin whale calches.

(d) A report by Prof. Slijper and Mr. Drion on size limits in fin whales in
relation to the regulation of whaling.

(¢) A memorandum by Mr. Jahn on catches of blue whales in the North
Atlantic and Arclic.

(/) A paper by Dr. Omura on whales in the North Pacific.

(g) A progress report on research and two printed papers by Prof. Slijper,
and

(h) Scveral tables prepared by Mr. Vangstein dealing with the 1954-55
whale catches.

6. With regard (o item 2, Limit to the Catch of Separate Species in the
Anmtarctic, the Sub-Committee believe that it would be a great advantage if the
Commission could specify separately the actual maximum numbers of blue and
fin whales to be taken in cach Antarctic season.  They would, however, fcel
bound in that case to recommend a small catch of blue whales, perhaps not
very far above the figure of 1,250 which was formerly adopted for humpbucks,
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and later modified in favour of a time limitation.  Mr. Jahn informed the Sub-
Committee that there would be great practical difficulties in operating such
separate quotas and, after having given the question further constderation, had
come to the conclusion that, for the time being, he would not advocate specilic
quotas, but very much preferred a reduction in the total limit.  Mr. Moc was
ilso opposed o such separate quotas.  After discussion, the Sub-Committee
agreed not to ask for catch quotas for separate species.

7. With regard (o item 3, Sanctuary in Pacific Sccior, the Sub-Commitlec
considered that there was no special virtue in the Pacilic sector as a sancluiry
compared with other parts of the Antarctic ; it covers most of Areas | and VI,
and had been chosen in the first place only because closure would not interfere
with contemporary whaling. 1t was agreed that there is now something to be
said in favour of opening this arca to whaling.  The Sub-Commitice were very
reluctant (o abolish a sanctuary without at the same time closing some other
arca, but after discussion they agreed that it would be diflicult, unless the Com-
mission decided otherwise, 10 close some other arca in the Antarctic which
would necessarily be part of the normal whaling grounds.  They noted that to
open a sanctuary would at least be likely to afford some relief to the intensity
ol whaling in other regions. The majority of the Sub-Commiittee (excluding
the Soviet Delegation) decided to recommend therefore that the exisling sanc-
tuary should be opencd for a period of three years, at the end of which it would
automatically be closed again. The eleet of opening it should be carefully
waltched.  They strongly recommend that the best use should be made of any
conscquent opportunitics for rescarch on the populations of whales in this
region.

8. The Soviet Delegation expressed the view that without suflicient scientific
investigation ol this problem, and taking into account the need (o conserve the
stocks of whales, they could not support a recommendation by the Sub-
Committec to open the sanctuary.  They felt it might be wise (o retain it as it is,
but agreed that the question could be discussed further at the Commission’s
mecting in Moscow.

» . v X
9. Under item 4, Long term Prospect of the Southern Stocks, the Sub-
Committee discussed the condition of the blue and fin whale stocks together
with the sanctuary and the minimum lengths of fin whales.

10. 1t was noted in the first place that the latest cateh figures indicate a further
decline in the blue whale stock. 1n the 1954-55 season blue whales constituied
only 7.5 per cent of the catch of bluc and fin whales together in the period
Tth January to 19th March.  Since separate quotas Tor the species are nol
recommended, it was agreed that the number of blue whales taken must depend
on the opening date and the overall limit.  The Sub-Committee rccommend
that the opening date for blue whales should be Turther retarded to a date
after which about 1,500 blue whales might be expected o be taken. They
suggest the Ist February for the Commission’s agenda, They would like to
emphasise that they take a grave view of the condition of this species. 1t would
appear that the stock is now only a fraction of the original population, and its
powers ol recovery might already be found (o be largely lost even if it received
total protection.

1. The Sub-Committee then discussed al some length the condition of the
fin whale stock. Prof. Ruud spoke on his memorandum which is based on age
determinations from the baleen plates.  From these, the numbers of whales in
separate year classes are calculated, and hence (he rates of mortality.  The
conclusion is that the total mortality rates, including the mortalny from whaling,
over a scrics of years, have been in excess of (he maximum 1ate which would



permit the maintenance ol a stable population, aud therefore that the stock of
fin whales is in the process ol depletion.

12. Dr. Laws also described his investigations on vates ol mortality based on
age determinations from counts of corpora albicantia of the ovaries.  These
broadly confirm Prof. Ruud’s conclusions.

13. The Sub-Committee noted that the whole Antarctic whaling industry is
virtually dependent on healthy stock of fin whales, and they agree unanimously
that delinite signs of depletion, such as are indicated by these researches, point
o a very dangerous situation.  Once progressive depletion has set in, there is a
risk that it will be accelerated and that the stock, if much reduced, will begin
Lo losce its powers ol recovery.

14. The Sub-Committee feel that the only remedy for these dangers is a
substantial reduction of the total catch, and they recommend that as soon as
may be practicable the scale of Antarctic whaling should be adjusted so that
the number of fin whales taken is not more than the number taken four or live
years ago.  The exact ligure might be discussed at the meeting in Moscow,
but it may be noted that with the dechining catch of blue whales (he number of
fin whales taken has risen from 17,474 in 1950 51 to nearly 26,000 in 1954 55.
The Sub-Committee have provisionally in mind a catch of about 19,000 fin
whales.  The rest of the catch of baleen whales should be made up of the
suggested 1,500 blue whales and smaller numbers of humpback and sei whales.

I15. Having in mind the views expressed at the mecting in Tokyo, the Sub-
Commitiee realise that an immediate cut of this magnitude would scarcely be
aceeptable for the scason of 1955 56, but felt convinced that some such limit
(as implicd in paragraph 14) would soon be necessary.  They felt therefore that
the reduction should be approached by stages.  If for the season 1955-56 the
catch of fin whales was kept down 10 25,000, then the overall limit would work
out at something like 14,000 14,500 blue whale units, allowing for about
1,500 blue whales and some humpback and sei whales.  In order that a clear
proposal should appear on the Commission’s agenda, the Sub-Committee
strongly recommend 14,500 units for the scason of 1955 56.

16. Prof. Slijper was not disposed (o dissent out of hand from this recom-
mendation, but was not prepared to endorse it whole-heartedly at the moment.
He wanted a further opportunity to study the very detailed report put forward
by Prof. Ruud. In the absence of such a further study, Prof. Slijper was not
prepared to commit himsell at this stage.

17. Prof. Shijper then drew attention to his paper on the use of minimum
lengths in the regulation of whaling.  Last year it was noted that there was an
advantage in taking immature whales on the assumption that some of them, if
not taken by the whalers, would any way die through natural mortality.  Prof.
Shijper had now made a further investigation of the question and argucd that il
the catching were concentrated on the older whales, among which the rate of
natural mortality is supposed o be high, then there would on balance be a nel
gain i recruitment of young whales to the stock.

I18. Although the basic argument was appreciated by the Sub-Committece it
was pointed out that the conclusion depended on the assumed rates of mortality
at ditTerent ages, and especially on the maximum ages to which the whales live,
and there is not suflicient information on these matters. 1 was also noted that
the calculations referred to an undisturbed stock, whereas the actual problem
applies to a population with depleted numbers in the higher age classes. 1t was
felt that any beneficial elieet of raising the size limit again would be long delayed.
Aflter discussion, it was agreed that no change should be recommended now,
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but that the matter should be brought (o the attention of the Scientilic Coni-
mittee in Moscow.  This would give Prol. Slijper an opportunity 1o submit any
further caleulations on the basis of other possible mortality” rates and ape
compositions. The Sub-Commitiee noted that the South African Commissioner
had asked for a raising of the minimum length of fin whales (0 be put on the
Commission’s agenda.

19. As regards item S, Pelagic Whaling in the North Pacific, the Sub-Com-
miltee discussed the scientific aspect of the question raised in 1952 by the
Canadian Commissioner that in these waters pelagic whaling should not take
place cast of a line approximating (o the international date line.  Dr. Omura
submitted a paper on the results of Japanese research in the North Pacilic.
The Sub-Committee felt that they would need time for a critical study of the
many interesling subjects with which it deals, but they noted in particular the
following points : —

(@) Japanese factory ships have operated on three grounds, a western
ground south-cast of Kamtchatka and (wo castern grounds on the north
and south side of the Aleutian Islands roughly between 1607 and 1707 W,
From the position of these two eastern grounds (visited in 1954) it can be
said that pelagic whaling has already spread 1o the North-FEast Pacific.

(h) Comparisons of the blood group composition of fin whales from the
western and castern stocks indicate that there is some genetic distinction
which implies a certain degree of segregation of the (wo stocks.

(¢) There arc some signs of depletion of certain stocks on both sides of the
North Pacific, though the evidence needs further examination.

(d) Whale marking so Far gives no evidence as (o possible segregation of the
cast and west stocks. The Sub-Committee would like Lo stress (he importance
of continuing and if possible increasing whale marking in the North Pacific.

20. The Sub-Commiittee werc also given some information on Soviel research
in the North Pacific.  They noted with interest that some 250 whales had
alrcady been marked in this area and that further details would be supplied
later.

21. The Soviet scientists considered that further biological information was
still needed before any recommendation could be made on pelagic whaling in
the North Pacific.  The Sub-Committee were disposed to agree that no definite
recommendation should be made to the Commission at this stage.

22. Under item 4, Other Whaling outside the Antarctic, Mr. Patterson gave
some general observations on the Australian report on research on humpbacks.
It was clear that the West Australian stock had deteriorated between 1942 and
1954. The Sub-Committee welcomed the information that it was intended to
reduce the cateh in these waters from 1,320 1o 1,120, 1t can be assumed that the
East Australian stocks arc in a relatively healthy condition, and the Sub-
Commitice would agree that (here seems 1o be no immediate danger o this
stock with the present rate of catching at 720 whales. They would suppose,
however, that any other whaling in the whole East Australian and New Zealand
area would in the long run be taxing the same stock.

23. As regards other arcas, Dr. Budker stated that hunting for humpbacks
had ceased in respect of Madagascar and Gabon and he did not think that they
were likely (o begin again for some years.  Although he personally would like
Lo sce more protection for humpbacks, he did not wish (o suggest Tor the time
being any extension of the protection allorded last year, and the Sub-Commitiee
decided (o make no recommendation with regard to this specics, especially in
view of the stoppage of whaling in the arcas referred (0 by Dr. Budker.



24. In connection with blue whales in the North Atlantic, Mr. Jahu referred
to his paper on the catches in past years which indicates that only a small stock,
or the remnants of a formerly larger stock, supplics the blue whales now taken
in the north. The Sub-Committee expressed their regret that Denmark and
leeland had not accepted the protection of blue whales in the North Atlantic
which was proposed last year, but they note that the subject will come up lor
discussion on the Commission’s agenda.

25. The Sub-Committee briefly discussed the hunting of sperm whales.
They can only reiterate their view that they have no reason for supposing therc is
danger (o the stocks of this species provided the size limit is strictly observed,
but they would like 1o point out that should circumstances arise in which any
factory ship operated in tropical or subtropical latitudes without being bound by
the limit, then considerable damage might be done 10 the stock.

26. The Sub-Committee next considered item 7, Whale Muarking, especially
with a view 1o outlining a more definite scheme to facilitate the international
co-ordination of whale marking programmes. The Chairman suggested that
the main question for the Sub-Committce was the machinery of co-ordination.
More detailed programmes of actual marking would come later. For co-
ordinated marking on any substantial scale, the scheme would have to be
carefully organised, and it would involve a good deal of administrative work.
The following basic principles were agreed upon :—

(1) To make the best of such a scheme, it should be regarded as a long-
term plan.  Although many results might come in a comparatively short
time it is possible that marks may be returned 50 years after firing and marking
might be continued for many years. Provision should be made for the identi-
fication of marks in the distant future as well as in the near future.

(2) Reliable and permanent records should be kept of all marks fired and
all those recovered. 1t is most important that all marking should be done
under the supervision of a responsible person, preferably but not necessarily
a traincd scientist.

(3) The marking equipment should allow no risk of confusion of the serial
numbers of marks.

(4) Suitable arrangements should be made for the pooling of data and
division of work among the appropriate research workers.

(5) The scheme should not be developed too hurriedly, and in the first
place it might apply only to marking in the Southern Hemisphere.  There is
not likely to be much interchange of whales between the Northern and
Southern hemispheres, and therelore any current marking in the North
Pacific and North Atlantic could remain independent, at least for the present.

(6) To mect these basic requirements there should be a co-ordinating hody
which would assist other bodies which co-operate in marking, and which
would have custody of a complete set of permanent records and supply
information and data to the Commission and to the co-operators.  The
records should be kept in such a way that they can be clearly understood if
they come into other hands in the course of time.

27. 1t was proposed that the National Institute of Oceanography should act
in the lirst place as the co-ordinator, and Dr. Mackintosh said he thought that
the Institute would probably agree o take formal responsibility for acting in
this capacity, subject to their being satisfied with the general terms of the scheme.

28. The Sub-Committee think that it would be proper for the N.1.O. as
co-ordinator to receive lull details of all marks fired, that is to say the marking
logs, or transcripts of the logs which give particulars of the date and position
of each mark fired by authorities which take part in the scheme. They would
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aiso receive all particulars of marks rccovered.  This should ensure the per-
manent safety of the records and allow data to be aggregated for statistical
purposes.

29. On their part, the N.LO. would undertake to inform co-operators ol any
of their marks which are recovered, and supply appropriate data and information
to the Commission and co-operating authoritics.  They would normally attend
to the supply of marking equipment, and the payment of rewards for such
recovered marks as are received by them.

30. Plans will need 1o be made for the use of the new data obtained Dr.
Mackintosh suggested that this would need some further consideration.  He
could not commit the N.L.O. at this stage, but he was sure that they would not
wish Lo undertake research which might in any way discourage the initiative of
those who were concerned in the marking of whales in various regions. The
N.LO. would no doubt be mainly interested in the broader aspects. 1t was
agreed, however, that any rigid division of the use of data was undesirable,
and that as a general rule those concerned should be able (o use the available
data for drawing inferences which might be helpful in the rescarches in which
they were engaged.  Any such problems concerning the use of the data could
no doubt he solved by informal arrangements.

3.1 seems preferable that all marks should be supplicd by the same
manuflacturer (o ensure uniform quality and (o avoid any conlusion. ‘This
does not rule out the use of marks from other sources, but it would be best to
aim at a single series of numbered marks which would normally be returned
through the co-ordinator if recovered.

32. 1t was suggested that a detailed scheme should be drafted, embodying
standing instructions and advice on the operation of a scheme on the above
lines.  Dr. Mackintosh will prepare a draft for circulation before the meeting
of the Commission, and this draft could be considered first, perhaps by the
Scientilic Committee.

33. As 1o the provision of vessels for marking on any substantial scale, the
Sub-Commiittee understand that there is a prospect that two catchers might be
available for marking for a period in the season of 1955--56.

34. Under item 8, Other Business, the Sub-Committee considered rescarch
on whales, and it was suggested that there would be great advantages if a
meeting could be arranged (o bring together scientists (including the younger
ones) not necessarily connected with the Commission but cngaged on rescarch
on whales in various parts of the world, to discuss their work among themselves
and exchange views and ideas. The difliculty in arranging such a meeling is
mainly the cost of travelling and the Sub-Commitice hoped that some assistance
in this direction could be allorded from the Commission’s funds. It is under-
stood that Prof. Ruud, before the Moscow meeting, will circulate a memorandum
on plans for such a meeting (o be held some time in 1956,

35. Should this proposal not commend itsell’ (o the Commission, such funds
might be devoted to the purchase of whale marks.

36. Prof. Slijper said he hoped progress reports on research would be sub-
milted at the meeting in Moscow. e expressed his appreciation of the data
collected on blubber thickness in the past scason, and hoped more could be
obtained in 1955-56. He also discussed some points on the histology of the
mammary glands.

37. In case the Commission should consider the question of publication of
23



any papers or memorianda submitted at the mectings, the Sub-Committee
thought it should be made clear that memoranda on scientific subjects are often
based on unfinished research or on data or infercnces which have not been
arranged in final form, but written simply 1o give some help towards the Com-
mission’s work.  Such memoranda should be regarded as confidential unless
otherwise agreed with the Author.

38. In conclusion it should be understood that if certain of the Sub-Com-
mittee’s recommendations are accepted by the Commission, it will be necessary
to include in the agenda proposals for altering the appropriate paragraphs of
the Schedule.  These are paragraph 5 (which creates a sanctuary of Arcas | and
Vi of the Antarciic) ; paragraph 7(a) alteration of 21st January to Ist February
and paragraph 8(a) which deals with the overall blue whale unit limitation.

Signed on behalf of the Sub-Committee :

N. A. MACKINTOSIHI,
Chairman.
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APPENDIX Vi

List of Reports received by the Commission during the year cnding 3 st May,
1955 (arranged under Countries or Organisations alphabetically, with date
of receipt in brackets).

Canada

Preliminary Report on the growth of Finback Whales from the Couast of
British Columbia. By Gordon C. Pike, Fisheries Research Board ol Cunada,
Pacific Station at Nanaimo, B.C. (July, 1954.)

Two Records of Berardius Bairdi from the Coast of British Columbia
By Gordon C. Pike, Fisheries Rescarch Board of Canada, Pacific Station at
Nanaimo, B.C. (July, 1954.)

Colour Pattern of Humpback Whales from the Coast of British Columbia.
By Gordon C. Pike, Fisheries Research Board of Canada, Pacilic Station at
Nunaimo, B.C. (July, 1954.)

Food and Agriculture Organisation

Activities of F.A.O. under Expanded Technical Assistance Programme,
1953 -54. Rome, December, 1954, (January, 1955.)

Fisheries Bulletin. January-March, 1955. (March, 1955.)

Year Book of Fishery Statistics.  Vol. 1V. Part 1. Rome, 1953, (Marcis,
1955.)

Jupan

The Japanese Whaling Industry. Japan Whaling Association.  Tokyo, 1954,
(July, 1954.)

Biological Investigation of the Northérn Pacific Baleen Whales caught by the
Japancse Whaling Fleet in 1953, Japan Whaling  Association, July, 1954.
(July, 1954.)

Report on Whale Marking in Japan, No. V. In the walers off Sanriku-
Hokkaido and the North Pacific Ocean, 1953. Japanese Fisheries Agency,
Tokyo, 1953. (Ociober, 1954.)

The Scicntific Reports of the Whales Rescarch Institute.  No. 9 (Various
Papers).  Whale Research Institute, Tokyo, June, 1954. (August, 1954.)

Netherlanids

On the importance of Measuring the Thickness of the Layer of Blubber in
Whales. By E. J. Slijper (Nctherlands Whale Research Group T.N.O., Zov-
logisch Laboratorium der Universiteit van Amsterdam. (April, 1955.)

Verzock om Medewerking aun Nederlandse Zeevarenden voorhet Waarnemen
van Walvissen.  Prol. E. 1. Slijper, Zoologisch Laboratorium der Universiteit
van Amsterdam, 1954. (April, 1955.)

Norway

The Age Composition of Antarctic Fin Whale Catches, 1945 46 (o 1952 53,
and some reflections of total mortality rates ol Fin Whales. By A. lHylen,
A Jonsgard, G, C. Pike and J. T. Ruud. (April, 1955.)

Obscervations on the use of Size Limits in the Regulation of Whaling. By
Johan T. Ruud.  Reprinted from the Norwegian Whaling Gazette, 1954, No. 4.
(September, 1954.)

Whale Marking Trials at Steinshamn, Norway. By 1. T. Ruud, Roberl

Clarke and A. Jonsgard. Reprinted from the Norwegiun Whaling Gazeltte,
1953, No. 8. (October, 1954.)
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United Kingdom
National Institute of Oceanography.  Discovery Reports Vol XX VI (part),
Vol NXVIE (part). (July and August, 1954))
National Institute of Oceanography. Annual Report, 1953--54. (January, 1955.)
National Instituie of Occanography.  Collectad Reports, Vol 11, (January,
1955.)
Whale Oil and Sperm Oil. - Main Catch Reports-—Seasons 1953 54 and

1954 .55, and World Production.  David Geddes & Son Lid., London, 1954.
(November, 1954.)



326/P25123/F 5531 300/10.55



